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Workshop – CANATHIST 
Biological Data Acquisition and Encoding in DaRWIN Database

This workshop aims to provide an overview of the DaRWIN database and its tools for 
encoding biological data.

• New acquisition, new Global Inventory Number (N°IG)

• The first step to register any new material in the RMCA collection

• Introduction to DaRWIN Database

• Public and Admin interfaces

• Using the Excel Template for Metadata Import

• Ideal for large amount of data

• Navigating the DaRWIN Interface

• On how to make and save specific searches

• Introduction to Virtual Collection 

• Image processing and file preparation to import in Virtual Collection



Collection Department 
(ex. Biological collection and data 

management)

• Objectives: 

• To conserve, manage, and make available the rich 
collections of African organisms and 
associated data

• Develop tools to facilitate and accelerate access 
to specimens and associated data



IG number = numéro d’Inventaire Général – N°IG

First step in the process of collection registration
Number given to material coming from an expedition 
(in situ) or ex situ (donation, exchange,…) before any study

Acquisition Policy

≠
Acquisition number
The acquisition number (= collection number) is given when the 
specimen is incorporated to the MRAC collection, after a 
possible phase of study and / or identification

IG N° 2024.001



The IG sheet

Each IG number is accompanied by a 
complete documentation, which can be 
composed of different documents from 
various sources:

✓ Inventory (Excel, Word…)
✓ photographs of the collection (overview)
✓ Statement of state
✓ Associated documents (export, import 

permits, Nagoya doc. etc....)

After saving the data, the 
other widgets appear 
(save again to modify)

Especially “Linked files” 
for NAGOYA documents





Since October 12th 2014 , in order to comply with Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) 

regulation, the MRAC will acquire only Biological material that has been legally accessed 

(whether from in situ or ex situ source)

What documents?









Advantages and disadvantages of DaRWIN



DaRWIN Collection Management System
Via Natural Heritage: https://www.naturalheritage.be/

https://www.naturalheritage.be/


The DaRWIN Public
Via Natural Heritage: https://www.naturalheritage.be/

Via CANATHIST : https://canathist.naturalheritage.be/ 

https://www.naturalheritage.be/
https://canathist.naturalheritage.be/


The DaRWIN Public



The DaRWIN Public



The DaRWIN Public



The DaRWIN Public



The DaRWIN Interface
Data management interface (with VPN)

http://darwin/
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The DaRWIN Interface
Data management interface (with VPN)

http://darwin/


The DaRWIN Interface
Widgets

Widgets Selection



The DaRWIN Interface
Widgets



The DaRWIN Interface
Widgets

Widgets are interactive: they 
can be arranged as per the user



The DaRWIN Interface
Search for Specimens

BE_RMCA_ARA.Ara.2158



The DaRWIN Interface
Search for Specimens



The DaRWIN Interface
Search for Specimens



The DaRWIN Interface
Search for Specimens

For multiple searches



The DaRWIN Interface
Search for Specimens



The DaRWIN Interface
Distribution map

The distribution map can be 
downloaded



The DaRWIN Interface
Saving list or pin specimens

The search result list can be 
saved 



The DaRWIN Interface
Saving list or pin specimens

Pin the samples of interest 
and save them on the list



The DaRWIN Interface
Edit and duplicate functions

Edit Duplicate 



The DaRWIN Interface
Edit and duplicate functions

- Edit allows to modify or correct information
- Duplicate will use the exact same information and a new 
number will be attributed for the new record.



The DaRWIN Interface
Add specimen



The DaRWIN Interface
Add specimen



The DaRWIN Interface
Add location

Add location



The DaRWIN Interface
Add location



Using the Excel Template for Metadata Import in 
Darwin



Navigating the DaRWIN Interface
• How to make and save specific searches 

http://darwin/backend.php/ 

http://darwin/backend.php/


Thank you !
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